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A NEW VISION AND A NEW FORMAT

Dear Singing Friends,

For over a decade the Cobb Summer Singers has provided opportunity and excellence in choral music of timeless

beauty and worth.  Hundreds and hundreds of men, women and young people have performed selections such as

Mozart’s Solemn Vespers, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Brahms’ Requiem, Schubert’s Mass in G, Handel’s Dettingen Te Deum

and Israel in Egypt, and many other masterworks.

Every year our staff considers ways to make your summer experience more fulfilling.  Employing suggestions from

members in surveys and conversations, we feel that we have come upon a great idea: a summer chorus contained

within 30 days.  

Here is what changes:  There will only be four working rehearsals, a dress rehearsal and a concert, all between July

9 and 23.  Rehearsals will be Sunday, July 9, Tuesdays, July 11 & 18, and Thursday, July 20.  Dress rehearsal with

orchestra will be Saturday morning, July 22.  Our concert will be Sunday, July 23.  With your hard work and the

support of our staff this will be plenty of time to accomplish our goal of a glorious performance.

Our rehearsals and concert will now be in downtown Marietta, at the First United Methodist Church of Marietta, 

56 Whitlock Avenue.  First Methodist Marietta is centrally located to all of Cobb County.

Here is what stays the same: Just like the former Cobb Summer Singers, the Baroque Summer Institute is 

open to every interested adult and mature youth singer with no audition required.  The concert will be presented with

distinguished soloists Arietha Lockhart, Jonathan Pilkington and Stephen Ozcomert, and full professional orchestra.

To guarantee that our loyal members from prior years, along with your friends and family, have first priority for

openings we are sending this invitation directly to you before media announcements are made to the public.  Please

note that only the first 150 registrants will be guaranteed membership in the 2017 Baroque Summer Institute.

Registering early brings many benefits.  Music scores will be sent in PDF by email upon confirmation.  Printed copies

will be provided at the first rehearsal.  

Please complete the enclosed form and return it with your tuition check to the address indicated.  You will receive a

confirmation of your registration by email.  You are also encouraged to photocopy these materials and share them

with friends and colleagues.  

Prefer to use your credit card?  Please visit www.ChoralFoundation.org to register online.  Just visit the Baroque

Summer Institute page under “Enembles” and complete the registration and payment.

This is a great day for music and for our community.  I am counting on your voice this summer.

Sing With Joy,

Lynn Swanson

Music Director & Conductor

http://www.FestivalSingers.org


THE 2017 BAROQUE SUMMER INSTITUTE FAQ

Who is invited to participate in the Baroque Summer Institute?

All adults regardless of their musical background are invited to sing.  No audition is required.  Mature

youth in grades 9-12 are invited to participate.  Youth under the age of 15 may participate only if a

parent or guardian is a registered, participating member of the Baroque Summer Institute.

What is the schedule of rehearsals and concerts?

SU July 9: 6:00-8:30 Rehearsal I First United Methodist Marietta

TU July 11: 7:00-9:30 Rehearsal II First United Methodist Marietta

TU July 18: 7:00-9:30 Rehearsal III First United Methodist Marietta

TH July 20: 7:00-9:30 Rehearsal IV First United Methodist Marietta

ST July 22: 9:00-Noon Rehearsal w/orch First United Methodist Marietta

SU July 23: TBA Concert Call First United Methodist Marietta

TBA CONCERT First United Methodist Marietta

Where are rehearsals and concerts located?

All rehearsals and performances will be at the First United Methodist Church, 56 Whitlock Avenue near

the Marietta Square.  The church’s parking lot is most convenient for rehearsals. 

What is the tuition, and where does the money go?

Tuition for the 2017 Baroque Summer Institute is $85, or $70 if paid by May 1, 2017.  A special anytime

tuition rate of $50 is available to students and music leaders. (Music leaders must be members of ACDA,

AGO, GMEA and/or NafME.)  Those electing to pay tuition early enable the Foundation to save money by

making purchases well in advance of need.  The tuition helps fund the Choral Foundation, paying staff

salaries, promotional mailings and announcements, printed materials and music scores.  For the record,

tuition payments and concert ticket sales pay only a small portion of these expenses.  The balance is made

up by generous gifts to the Choral Foundation and the Baroque Summer Institute from individuals and

organizations.  Tuition is NOT refundable for any reason.

What is the Choral Foundation?

The Choral Foundation is a national organization founded in Atlanta in 1990.  It sponsors four adult semi-

professional choruses, the William Baker Festival Singers, the Lynn Swanson Festival Singers, the

Northwest Georgia Festival Singers and Zimria Festivale Atlanta, in addition to the Summer Singers of

Atlanta begun in 1990, the Summer Singers of Kansas City begun in 1999,  and the Baroque Summer

Institute, created at Cobb Summer Singers in 2006. The Northwest Georgia Summer Singers was first

created in 2010, and the Summer Singers of Lee’s Summit (MO), in 2014.  The Choral Foundation is a

501-c-3 tax exempt corporation of the State of Kansas, licenced to conduct business in Georgia and

Missouri.

What if I can’t pay tuition?



The By-Laws and Core Values of the Choral Foundation (read them at www.FestivalSingers.org) direct

that no one will ever be denied the benefits of the Choral Foundation based on ability to pay.  Full tuition 

assistance, partial tuition assistance and extended tuition payment arrangements are available upon

request.  We rely on an honor system and ask that singers make application ONLY in case of genuine need.

I would love to sing, but my family will be away on vacation and I will miss one or two rehearsals.

The Baroque Summer Institute is, obviously, a “summer” chorus.  We realize that summer is the vacation

season and that most members will miss a rehearsal or two.  We ask that every member do their very

best to be present for all rehearsals possible and that, to the extent of their ability, every singer

practices his/her music at home between rehearsals.

I sang in choir in high school and college, but I am WAY out of practice.  Is there any program

that will help me learn my music?  Is my out-of-practice voice going to be a problem?

One of the great things about the Summer Institute is that it gives singers a chance to get their voices

back in shape, or keep them in shape during the traditional off-season.  Sectional rehearsals are held

periodically to help singers learn their part.  We would also recommend that singers purchase a recording

of the scheduled works.  Listening to a quality recording will help you understand how the parts fit

together.  It will also increase your excitement for the concerts.  

In addition to Music Director Lynn Swanson, who is on the staff of the Summer Singers?

Ms. Swanson will personally direct all rehearsals of the Summer Singers with the single exception of her

own vacation week with her family.  She will be assisted by Associate Director Brian Parks new to our

staff this season, and Ivy Pirl, accompanist for the Cobb Summer Singers since it began in 2006. 

What do singers wear for concerts?

Men are asked to wear dark suit with a white shirt with long dark tie.  Women are asked to wear a black

dress, or black blouse with black trousers.  All are asked to wear black shoes.  You do not need to

purchase any attire for Summer Singers’ concerts.  Get as close as you can with items from your own

closet.  However, ALL SINGERS are asked to refrain from fragrances at ANY rehearsal or concert.

More Questions?   Call the Choral Foundation at 913-403-9223 or e-mail Mail@FestivalSingers.org 

Information about the Summer Institute, and registration materials can be found at

www.ChoralFoundation.org.

Please Enjoy Videos of summer concerts on our YouTube Channel: WBakerCF

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING

THE BAROQUE SUMMER INSTITUTE

http://www.FestivalSingers.org.


The Baroque Summer Institute
A Program of The William Baker Choral Foundation, Inc.

5450 Buena Vista Street, Suite 100, Roeland Park, Kansas 66205      Office: 913/403-9223

Email: Mail@FestivalSingers.org     Internet: www.ChoralFoundation.org

TWELFTH SEASON REGISTRATION  - 2017

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Voice Part: S1 S2 A1 A2 T1 T2 B1 B2

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________ State______ Zip____________________

Cell Phone (_____)_______________________   Other Phone (_____)____________________________

E-mail____________________________________________________________________________

Do you presently sing with a local chorus and/or church choir? Yes No

If so, please list the name(s) of the choir(s) and the conductor(s):

Choir________________________________________Conductor_____________________________

Choir________________________________________Conductor_____________________________

Are there any rehearsals that you know now must be missed.  Please circle any absent dates:

July 9 July 11 July 18 July 20 July 22 July 23

Your signature is a commitment to participate in the 2017 Baroque Summer Institute.  If possible, please

include your check with this registration.  If necessary, however, you may pay tuition at the first rehearsal or

apply for tuition assistance.  Tuition is not refundable for any reason.

Signature/Date__________________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to: Baroque Summer Institute and mail it to:

The William Baker Choral Foundation, 5450 Buena Vista Street, Suite 100, Roeland Park, KS 66205

______ $85 tuition enclosed ($70 before May 1)    ______ $50 Student/Music Leader

______ Pay at First Rehearsal ______ Tuition Assistance Information Requested

Prefer to use your credit card?  Please register online at www.ChoralFoundation.org

http://www.festivalsingers.org


The Baroque
Summer Institute

LYNN SWANSON, Music Director & Conductor
Brian Parks, Associate Music Director   Ivy Belk Pirl, Accompanist

TWELFTH SUMMER OF SINGING
A NEW SUMMER FORMAT - ALL EVENTS WITHIN ONLY 30 DAYS

First Rehearsal July 9 - Concert July 23

Cantatas of Johann Sebastian Bach
No. 4 “Christ lag in todesbanden”

No. 140 “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme”
With The Orchestra of the American Heartland

Rehearsals July 9, 11, 18, 20 & 22; Concert July 23

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

56 Whitlock Avenue in Marietta, Georgia
Tuition Only $85, Only $70 if paid before May 1, 2017

Special Rate for Students & Members of ACDA, AGO & GMEA: $50
Confidential Tuition Assistance Available In Cases of Need

NO AUDITION REQUIRED

Adult Singers & Mature Youth in Grades 9-12
Call 913-403-9223 or e-mail Mail@FestivalSingers.org

Register online at www.ChoralFoundation.org using your major credit card

mailto:kcsummer@festivalsingers.org
mailto:atlantasummer@festivalsingers.org

